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Set for the green bin
Mildura’s Emma Walmsley and her family are looking 
forward to keeping their kitchen and garden scraps 
out of landfill when they get their third, green waste 
bin in 2020. Kitchen and garden waste currently 
accounts for more than half of what locals are 
throwing in the rubbish. Read more on page 2.
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Green bins to  
bring big benefits
Did you know local residents 
currently throw around 6,000 
tonnes of kitchen and garden 
scraps in to our rubbish bins 
every year? That’s enough to fill 
almost two and a half Olympic 
sized swimming pools. 

When thrown in the rubbish bin, 
green waste goes straight to landfill, 
where it decomposes and produces 
methane, a potent greenhouse gas 
with at least 25 times stronger global 
warming potential than carbon 
dioxide. Keeping it out of landfill 
reduces greenhouse emissions and 
will also prolong the length of time 
the landfill can operate for. It will also 
save Council significantly in the long 
term, as landfill operating costs are 
only set to rise.

These are just some of the reasons 
why Mildura Rural City Council is 
changing its kerbside collection 
service. By mid-2020 all residents 
will receive a weekly 240L green 
bin collection for kitchen and 
garden scraps. Fortnightly recycling 
collections will continue and weekly 
rubbish collections will switch to 
fortnightly collections.

While fortnightly rubbish collections 
may seem like a big change, if 
everyone makes an effort to separate 
their kitchen and garden scraps and 
recycling there should be plenty of 
room left in the rubbish bin each 
fortnight. In fact, the additional green 
bin will provide all residents with 720L 
extra bin space every month.

You can learn more at  
www.mildura.vic.goa.u/3bins

Wharf works 
scheduled for 
Autumn 2019
Mildura’s iconic wharf is set for a makeover. The historic 
structure will get a complete refurbishment next year, 
ensuring it is safe and sturdy for years to come.

Works are scheduled to start in Autumn, after the busy summer 
and Easter holiday periods when traffic on the Wharf is at its 
peak. Where possible, work will be staged to minimise disruption 
and allow the site to remain operational throughout the project.

Originally built in 1888 for £828 and opened in 1892, the 
Wharf has been repaired and upgraded on various occasions 
since then. The current structure is about 35 years old and has 
deteriorated over time. Vandalism and high river levels in 2016 
have added to the wear and tear. 

The refurbishment will see the existing features of the Wharf 
replaced with like-for-like, including balustrades, handrails, 
decking boards and piles. The access paving will also be 
replaced with pebblecrete to match other footpaths in the 
riverfront precinct.

Mildura’s second, smaller Wharf, which is located adjacent to 
the Mildura Homestead will also be refurbished. Work on this 
structure will start once the Mildura Wharf project is complete. 

We will keep the community informed and work closely with 
Wharf users and boat operators as these projects draw closer 
and look forward to reviving more features of Mildura’s beautiful 
riverfront.

What will go in your  
green bin?
• Lawn clippings

• Small branches

• Weeds and shrubs

• Vegetable and fruit scraps

• Egg shells

• Meat, fish and bones

• Bread

• Tea bags and coffee grounds
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Work started on 
new Kenny Park 
change rooms
Merbein’s new Kenny Park 
change rooms will for the 
first time feature dedicated 
facilities for netballers and 
umpires among a raft of 
improvements over the 
previous change rooms, which 
were severely damaged by 
2016’s November storms. 

Site preparation works and 
earthworks have now started on 
site, while full plans for the new 
facilities are now available for the 
public to view.

The new facilities will feature 
netball change rooms for both 
home and visiting sides, and 
two umpire’s rooms – previously 
umpires were forced to use nearby 
soccer clubrooms.

Other improvements include 
trainer’s facilities for both home 
and visiting sides. In the past, there 
were only dedicated rooms for the 
home side. 

These are among a host of 
improvements and changes as part 
of the all-new facilities, which are 
expected to be completed early 
next year. 

Site works are now well advanced, 
with trees removed, and earthworks 
now under way. Temporary fencing 
is also in place while these works 
completed.

Copies of the new plans are 
available on Mildura Rural City 
Council’s website at www.mildura.
vic.gov.au/Council/Major-Projects.

Mildura  
Future Ready 
secures $13m  
in first year
It’s been a promising first year for 
Council’s Mildura Future Ready 
(MFR) advocacy and funding 
strategy, with $13 million in 
government funding secured in just 
over 12 months. 

MFR is Council’s landmark strategy to 
address our region’s concerning social 
and economic indicators.

It’s a suite of projects designed to drive 
jobs and growth in our region, ultimately 
aimed at improving residents’ quality of 
life. The four projects are:

• Mildura Motorsports and Community 
Precinct (MMCP)

• Mildura South Regional Sporting 
Precinct (MSRSP)

• Stage 2 of the Riverfront 
Redevelopment

• Returning Mildura’s passenger rail 
service (advocacy)

Council’s goal is to see all four completed 
in the next five to 10 years and given 
equal priority, with  progress on each 
reliant on funding available at the time. 

Over the past year, Council has secured 
$10 million through the Australian 
Government’s Building Better Regions 
(BBR) program, and $3 million from the 
Victorian Government’s Better Indoor 
Stadiums fund for the MSRSP. 

Council has already committed $6 million 
to this project and earmarked another $2 
million should an upcoming application 
for additional BBR funding be successful. 
Work is expected to start next year. 

While this is exciting progress, Council’s 
attention remains on ensuring all three 
MFR infrastructure projects become a 
reality, with the ongoing search for private 
funding the key to moving ahead with 
the Mildura Motorsports and Community 
Precinct.

Council recently launched a fresh 
call for expressions of interest from 
private investors to become part of 
the motorsport precinct and is actively 
seeking additional government support.
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Concept plans for the front of the new Kenny Park change rooms.
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More grant 
opportunities 
coming
The first round of Council grants for 2019 will 
open for applications on February 4, which will 
be here before we know it. So now is the time to 
start thinking about what funding your club or 
community group could be eligible for. There will 
be some great opportunities available to secure 
money for projects and initiatives, with categories 
including:

• Arts Development Grant (up to $2,000)

• Recreation Development Grant (up to $1,000 on 
a 2:1 radio)

• Recreation Facilities Upgrade Grant (up to 
$6,000 on a 2:1 ratio)

• Rural Access Grant (up to $3,000)

In 2018, Council paid out around $500,000 in 
grants to local clubs and groups, recognising the 
valuable contribution they make to our community.

For more information and details about grant 
opportunities go to www.mildura.vic.gov.au/grants

NGV KIDS ON TOUR 2019
Make Believe  

Inspired by three imaginative 
exhibitions, participating 
children will experience 
creative new ways to  
Make Believe. 

BUILD YOUR TOWN
10.30am, Tuesday 8 January 
Ages 5–13
Bookings essential

INCREDIBLE ILLUSIONS 
10.30am, Thursday 10 January 
Ages 8+

DOG’S LIFE WITH  
WILLIAM WEGMAN 
During Twilight
6pm, Friday 18 January
All Ages 

WES WALTERS: THE ART OF THE PRE-CURSOR
Guest Curator: Domenico de Clario in collaboration  
with Ren Walters
Friday 7 December – Sunday 3 March 

Born in Mildura in 1928, Wes Walters was an artist who 
practised many disciplines. This retrospective features more 
than 100 works from Public and Private Collections as well 
as the Artist’s estate.

GALLERY

WORKSHOPS & EVENTS

TWILIGHT
5pm, Friday 18 January  |  15  February  
Free outdoors community event |  Live music   
Kids activities  |  Food and drinks  |  No BYO alcohol 

(03) 5018 8330
milduraartscentre.com.au

WHAT’S ON

Image: Children and families get creative during NGV Kids Summer Festival 2018.  
© NGV Photography.

Immunisation 
reminders coming 
via SMS
Keeping track of when your little one is due 
for their next scheduled immunisation can 
be tricky. So we’re introducing a handy SMS 
service! Some parents are already receiving 
immunisation reminders via SMS and from 
January 1, 2019, all immunisation reminders 
will be sent to parents and carers via text 
message. 

It’s vital that we have your current and correct mobile 
number to ensure you receive these reminders. Please 
contact us on (03) 5018 8100 to check your details are 
up to date.

Another great way to keep track of when your child’s 
immunisations are due is using the free VaxOnTime 
app which you can download to any smart phone or 
tablet.



Speech and 
communication in 
focus at Playalong 
Mildura’s Playalong Early Learning Centre is focusing 
on ‘Every Toddler Talking’ after participating 
in a pilot program to improve language and 
communication development in babies and toddlers.

Playalong provides education and care for children from 6 
weeks to 12 years of age, offering a Kindergarten program, 
Long Day Care, Occasional Care and School Holiday services.

Staff at the Council-run centre have been undertaking a 
professional learning program since 2016, facilitated by 
one of their own Qualified Educators and a local Speech 
Pathologist as part of a State Government initiative. After 
being trained in the program ‘Learning Language and Loving 
It’, the Qualified Educator and Speech Pathologist ran the 
program with all staff at the Centre.

Just a handful of sites across Victoria were involved in the 
program, but it has already proven to be of incredible value, 
particularly at Playalong.

Language and speech development is now entrenched in the 
Centre’s daily programs and activities, and Educators have 
a fresh awareness and understanding of how to enhance 
children’s communication. Collaborating with Sunraysia 
Community Health Services to undertake the training has also 
given staff at the Centre more confidence to assist families 
and children who may need extra support with language 
development.
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Weeding out 
summer weeds
As the weather warms up prickly weeds 
tend to pop up, causing chaos for green 
thumbs, gardeners, pets, and playing 
children

The most common weeds that appear at this 
time of year include Caltrop (also known as Bindii 
and Puncture Weed) and Khaki Weed. Their fruit 
is easily picked up by the feet of animals, tyres 
from machinery, prams, lawn mowers, bicycles, 
gophers and rubber-soled shoes. They can 
spread over large areas. 

Both weeds are classed as Restricted in the 
Mallee under the Catchment and Land Protection 
Act 1984. 

Council is responsible for controlling weeds on 
Council owned properties such as public parks 
and gardens and adjoining naturestrips. Weed 
control on naturestrips and roadsides adjoining 
private land is the responsibility of the adjoining 
landholder.

It is important to control or remove these weeds 
before they set seed as this will reduce their 
impact in later years, prevent them spreading and 
stop those nasty prickles from being a hazard to 
feet, pets and bike tyres.

The best way to control Caltrop and Khaki 
Weed is to pull them by hand or chip with a 
shovel, starting from the outside of the patch 
and working inwards to minimise the chance of 
spreading.

The pulled plant should then be wrapped in 
newspaper and disposed of in your rubbish bin 
or at a landfill which will help prevent seeds 
spreading further.



• Entertainment from 7pm - midnight
• Two fireworks displays at 9.25pm and midnight
• Nickelodeon’s SpongeBob SquarePants 
and Patrick Star live on stage

• Live music and entertainment 
• Food and beverages available
• Jumping castles and face painting 
• Smoke, alcohol and glass free event

Enjoy an evening of free family entertainment!

Bring a chair, picnic rug 
and count down to 2019!

The Nowingi Place
Hugh King Drive, Mildura

© 2018 Viacom International Inc. Created by Stephen Hillenburg.
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Millewa and Mallee 
Track embrace new 
library services
Millewa and Mallee Track communities are making 
the most of their new and improved library 
services.

Weekly outreach services - replacing the mobile library - 
started at Walpeup, Underbool, Cullulleraine and Werrimull 
in late October, while a brand new library has opened in 
Ouyen, based in Council’s Ouyen Service Centre.

Meanwhile a new permanent library is also being 
established at Pioneer Park, Murrayville and set to open 
in the New Year. In the meantime, the Mobile Library will 
continue to visit Murrayville every Wednesday from 12pm to 
4.30pm.

Library membership is completely free and provides access 
to thousands of different resources, books, e-Books, 
audiobooks, CDs and more. You can also use a computer or 
have Wi-Fi access and enjoy a range of other great services 
and programs.

New speed limit for 
residential areas
The majority of residential streets in the Mildura 
city area will soon see the introduction of new 
40km/h speed zones, designed to improve 
pedestrian and cyclist safety.

The first residential streets to receive the new speed limits 
are in the residential subdivisions between Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth Streets and Deakin and San Mateo Avenues. The 
speed limits on Mildura’s main roads won’t change. 

Part of the Transport Accident Commission’s Safe System 
Road Infrastructure Program (SSRIP), the lower speed limits 
are based on research showing a reduction from 50km/h to 
40km/h can significantly reduce serious accidents.

This is particularly important in residential areas where 
families and children are often out walking or playing.

Council expects the first of these new speed limits will come 
into effect this month, with other areas rolled out over 12 
months. As part of the works, new signage will be erected 
and raised safety platforms and pedestrian islands will also 
be installed at key intersections.

Lunch Club 
serves up more 
than 1,000 meals
More than 1,000 delicious and nutritious 
meals have been enjoyed by local seniors 
since a new program was introduced in 
Mildura in May.

Lunch Club, held every Wednesday at the Mildura 
Senior Citizen’s Centre is an opportunity for anyone 
aged 55 or over to come together to enjoy a meal 
and light entertainment in a social setting.

Each week residents from across the region pay 
just $10 for a three course, chef-cooked lunch and 
light entertainment. There is also a one-off fee of $4 
per year to attend the Centre. Open to absolutely 
anyone over 55 years, people from all walks of life are 
welcome to come along.

A partnership between Council, the Victorian 
Government, SunAssist and the Mildura Senior 
Citizen’s Club, Lunch Club gives older people in our 
community, who may be otherwise isolated, a chance 
to develop friendships through regular contact with 
their peers in a social environment. 

Lunch Club will continue in 2019 and locals are 
encouraged to register their intention to attend by 
calling Council on 5018 8100, Mildura Senior Citizen’s 
Centre on 5023 2959 or heading to the Centre at 
11.30am Wednesdays to enjoy it for themselves.

For more information you can also call Council on 
5018 8100.
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If you need an interpreter we can help. To access an interpreter,  
call TIS National on 131 450 and ask them to call Mildura Rural City  
on (03) 5018 8100. You can also ask for an interpreter when you  
visit our Service Centres in person.

T 03 5018 8100
E mrcc@mildura.vic.gov.au
www.mildura.vic.gov.au

Deakin Avenue Service Centre 76 Deakin Avenue, Mildura

Madden Avenue Service Centre 108 Madden Avenue, Mildura

Ouyen Service Centre 79 Oke Street, Ouyen

DISCLAIMER
Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of event information published in Community Matters. All details were correct at the time of printing.

New permanent 
Mildura Landfill 
hours
Mildura Rural City Council last month 
introduced new permanent operating 
hours for the Mildura Landfill, which 
represent an increase in opening 
times for users.
The landfill is now open during the following hours:

Monday to Friday

8.15am – 4.45pm

Weekends and Public Holidays

9.30am – 4.45pm

ANZAC Day 

1pm – 4.45pm

Closed Good Friday, Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day, and any day declared as Code Red 
by the CFA.

For more information about Council’s landfills and 
transfer stations, as well as tips to improve kerbside 
waste and recycling, visit www.mildura.vic.gov.au/
Services/Waste-Management

Council offices 
closed for 
Christmas & 
New Year break 
Mildura Rural City Council’s Service 
Centres will be closed for the Christmas 
and New Year period. 

Our offices will close at 3pm on Monday 24 December 
and reopen again on Wednesday 2 January 2019 at 
8am.

The Mildura and Ouyen Landfills will be open during 
their normal weekday, weekend and public holiday 
hours during this period, except on Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day, when they will be closed. 

Nangiloc, Walpeup and Underbool Transfer Stations will 
also be closed Christmas Day. For a full list of Council’s 
landfill and transfer station opening hours visit  
www.mildura.vic.gov.au

If your kerbside rubbish or recycling bin collection day 
falls on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day, your bin will 
be collected on the Saturday beforehand, meaning 
you’ll need to leave it out that Friday night.

Australia Day 
Community Celebration
 
8am - 11am 26 January 
The Nowingi Place, Hugh King Drive Mildura


