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1 PRAYER AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor read the Council prayer and paid respects to the traditional land owners. 
 
 

2 OPENING AND WELCOME 

The Mayor welcomed Councillors, management, staff and members of the public 
viewing the live stream. 

 
 

3 PRESENT 

Councillors 
Cr Jason Modica Mayor 
Cr Helen Healy Deputy Mayor 
Cr Ian Arney 
Cr Stefano De Pieri 
Cr Mark Eckel 
Cr Glenn Milne 
Cr Cyndi Power 
Cr Jodi Reynolds 
Cr Liam Wood 

 
Officers 
Sarah Philpott Chief Executive Officer 
Mandy Whelan General Manager Development 
Martin Hawson General Manager Community 
Chris Parham General Manager Corporate  
Richard Sexton Manager Corporate Administration 
 
 

4 APOLOGIES AND ABSENCES  

Nil 
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5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

2021/0001 
 
Moved: Cr Helen Healy 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Milne 
 
That the minutes of the Special Meeting of Council held on Wednesday 
9 December 2020 be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
That the minutes of the Special Confidential Meeting of Council held on 
Wednesday 9 December 2020 be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Wednesday 
16 December 2020 be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
That the Minutes of the Confidential Meeting of Council held on Wednesday 
16 December 2020 be confirmed as a correct record. 
 

CARRIED 
 
 

6 CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL AUSPICED MEETINGS 

In accordance with Part 23 of Council’s Governance Rules, records of Council 
Auspiced Meetings must be reported to the next Ordinary Meeting of Council and 
confirmed in the minutes. 
 
A Council Auspiced Meeting is defined in the Governance Rules as a meeting at 
which matters are considered that are intended or likely to be the subject of a Council 
decision or the exercise of a delegated authority and which is either of the following: 
 

 A meeting of an advisory committee where at least one Councillor is present; or 

 A planned or scheduled meeting that includes at least half the Councillors and at 
least one Council officer. 

 
The record is therefore presented for Council’s noting. 
 
2021/0002 
 
Moved: Cr Jodi Reynolds 
Seconded: Cr Cyndi Power 
 
That Council note the following records of Council Auspiced Meetings: 
 

 Planning Forum - 14 December 2020 

 Council Forum - 13 January 2021 

 Portfolio Discussions - 19 January 2021 
 

CARRIED 
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RECORD OF COUNCIL AUSPICED MEETINGS 
 

Meeting Details Councillor Attendees Other Attendees Matters Discussed 
Conflict of 

Interest 
Disclosures 

Planning Forum 
14 December 2020 

Cr Modica 
Cr Healy 
Cr Arney 
Cr De Pieri 
Cr Eckel 
Cr Milne 
Cr Reynolds 
 

Sarah Philpott, Chief Executive Officer 
Andrew Millen, Manager Development Services 
Matthew Jackson, Principal Statutory Planner 

1. Planning Application 005.2020.00000277.001 
2. Planning Application 005.2020.00000092.001 

Nil 

Council Forum 
13 January 2021 

Cr Modica 
Cr Healy 
Cr Arney 
Cr De Pieri 
Cr Eckel 
Cr Milne 
Cr Power 
Cr Reynolds 
Cr Wood 
 

Sarah Philpott, Chief Executive Officer 
Mark Jenkins, Acting General Manager Community 
Matt George, Acting General Manager Development 
Chris Parham, General Manager Corporate 
Charmaine Calis, Acting Manager Corporate 
Administration 
Ben Piscioneri, Media Officer 

1. Powerhouse Precinct – On-site Inspection 
2. Mildura Riverfront Stage 2 Project Update - Village Square 
3. Draft Community Engagement Policy CP020 
4. Rezoning of Former Merbein School Sites - 456 

Paschendale Avenue, Merbein West & 13 Jenner Street, 
Merbein 

5. Councillor Code of Conduct 
6. Media Relations Policy CP049 
7. Councillor Portfolios 
8. Monthly Management Report 
9. Mildura South Regional Sporting Precinct Project Update & 

Intersection Works 
 

Cr Glenn Milne 
disclosed a 
general conflict of 
interest on matter 
9. 

Portfolio Discussions 
19 January 2021 

Cr Healy 
Cr Arney 
Cr De Pieri 
Cr Eckel 
Cr Power 
Cr Reynolds 
Cr Wood 
 

Sarah Philpott, Chief Executive Officer 
Mark Jenkins, Acting General Manager Community 
Mandy Whelan, General Manager Development 
Chris Parham, General Manager Corporate 
Richard Sexton, Manager Corporate Administration 

1. Councillor Portfolios Nil 
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7 NOTIFICATION OF ABSENCE  

Nil 
 
 

8 MAYORAL REPORT 

8.1 MAYORAL REPORT DECEMBER 2020 

Summary 
 
The following is an update on the activities and functions attended by the Mayor, 
Cr Jason Modica during the month of December 2020. 
 

2021/0003 
 
Moved: Cr Stefano De Pieri 
Seconded: Cr Ian Arney 

 
That Council note the contents of this report. 

 
CARRIED 

 
 

9 COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

9.1 COUNCILLOR REPORTS DECEMBER 2020 

Summary 
 
The following is a report on the activities and functions attended by Councillors during 
the month of December 2020. 
 

2021/0004 
 
Moved: Cr Mark Eckel 
Seconded: Cr Stefano De Pieri 

 
That Council note the contents of this report. 

 
CARRIED 

 
NB: In addition, Cr Eckel advised that he did not attend the Mildura Living Magazine 
Summer Launch Event. 
 
NB: In addition, Cr Healy advised that she attended the funeral of Barkindji elder 
Patrick Lawson. 
 
NB: In addition, Cr Power spoke regarding her meeting with Professor Kumar and Dr 
Joe, who treat local patients with Hepatitis C, and both of whom travel to the area 
each month at their own cost to undertake pro bono work. Cr Power further advised 
that they would like to provide a presentation to Councillors at a Council Forum, 
regarding the possibility of undertaking a microstudy in Mildura to eradicate 
Hepatitis C. 
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NB: In addition, Cr De Pieri advised that prior to Christmas, he was involved in 
providing a luncheon to the employees of Mildura Base Public Hospital. The event 
was attended by approximately 500 people, and was a token of appreciation to the 
hard work of the hospital staff particularly over the past 12 months. 
 
NB: In addition, Cr De Pieri advised that he also hosted a dinner for the young trainee 
doctors as a way to welcome them into our community. 
 
NB: In addition, Cr De Pieri advised that he has been appointed to the Birchip 
Cropping Group. 
 
NB: In addition, Cr De Pieri spoke regarding his attendance at the Australia Day 
Event in Merbein and noted Leon Wagner who was posthumously awarded a medal 
at the event. 

 
 

10 RESPONSES TO COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS 

Nil  



Minutes - Ordinary Meeting of Council Wednesday 27 January 2021 
 

Page 9 

 

11 QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS  

11.1 CR MARK ECKEL MILDURA COUNTRY MUSIC FESTIVAL 

File Number: 16/05/02 

“Have we been in touch with the winning tenderer, for the Mildura Country Music Festival, 
and whether there will be an event this year? If so, can we have a full report on their plan for 
the event in 2021 and the proposed dates?” 
 

 
This question was taken on notice. 
 
 

11.2 CR MARK ECKEL NATIONAL FLAGS AT THE VISITOR 
INFORMATION CENTRE 

File Number: 02/01/06 

“I refer to the Mildura Rural City Council community nations flags in the Visitor Information 
Centre. I would like a costing for acquiring another set, taking into consideration that most of 
the nations’ embassies would provide them for free anyway if you wrote a letter. The static 
display is impressive but I think we need to be more creative in celebrating our cultural 
diversity with the flags rather than just having them on display at the back of the Visitor 
Information Centre, which incidentally at the moment has been roped off for some time. If I 
could have an answer on that, I’d appreciate it.” 
 

 
This question was taken on notice. 
 
 

11.3 CR MARK ECKEL CULTURAL PLAN DEVELOPMENT 

File Number: 02/01/06 

“At the discretion of the Mayor and the CEO, could time be allowed at our future Council 
Forum for discussion to be had around the opportunity of Council having a comprehensive 
cultural plan for the municipality? And could that be done preferably prior to the budget 
process for 2021?” 
 

 
This question was taken on notice. 
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11.4 CR STEFANO DE PIERI ASSISTANCE FOLLOWING 
HAILSTORM EVENT 

File Number: 02/01/06 

“I happened to be in the area of Nangiloc and Colignan, so this really comes from my heart 
rather than from my head. I was not aware of the devastation caused by the freak event on 
1 January 2021. I was working on that day and I was not informed, but I understand the 
damage was very extensive and very grave, and so I wonder if there is anything Council can 
do to help, or have we been asked for help, or if they are managing it themselves. It seems 
to me that a lot of money has been lost and I wonder if anything can be done to help some of 
the people that have lost virtually millions?” 
 

 
Cr Glenn Milne additionally noted: 
 
“I actually went down there the morning after the hailstorm, and it ran right through Colignan 
down to the back of Nangiloc. There was a substantial amount of almonds on the ground. 
They were going to try to pick them up off the ground before they rotted and dried them, so 
substantial damage to citrus and table grapes, so we do need to follow that up.” 
 

 
This question was taken on notice. 
 
 

11.5 CR GLENN MILNE POWERHOUSE PRECINCT CONCEPT 
PLANS 

File Number: PROJ/500533 

“We currently have the riverfront plan out for public comment, and some major concerns 
have already been raised publicly and by the Councillors. Following the submissions being 
considered, will there be enough time to change the proposed design, should that need to 
happen, and meet the expectation desires of the community as well as the timelines required 
for government funding?” 
 

 
This question was taken on notice. 
 
 

11.6 CR GLENN MILNE WILD DOG MANAGEMENT 

File Number: 12/12/01 

“Can I flag the issue of wild dogs attacking stock on farms near state and national parks? It is 
an issue. There is a farmer out on the edge of the Wyperfeld National Park that lost 60-100 
sheep to wild dogs. Sheep are worth somewhere $240-$300 each, it’s a big loss. The state 
government has a wild dog management program that they have recently put $6 million 
worth of funding into. Can we write to the government regarding that program and highlight 
the plight of the farmers in the north-west in our area and see if we can actually push a little 
bit harder to get a bit more funding into that to try and address the problem?” 
 

 
This question was taken on notice. 
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11.7 CR GLENN MILNE FUTURE OF LANGTREE MALL 

File Number: 02/01/06 

“When will Council be able to meet, or is there already a meeting planned, with property and 
business owners in the Mall to discuss the issues relating to the commercial future of the 
precinct?” 
 

 
Sarah Philpott, Chief Executive Officer advised that Councillors were recently provided with a 
preliminary briefing in regard to Council’s adopted position around the CBD Plan and some 
of the preceding work around the Mall. Ms Philpott also advised that Councillors have 
requested a further discussion regarding this subject and this is expected to occur in the 
coming weeks. 
 
 

11.8 CR CYNDI POWER RURAL POOL UPGRADES 

File Number: 02/01/06 

“My question is a result of time spent with the Underbool community regarding their pool. 
The pool is still leaking and needs a new liner. Funding was allocated in the 2019 Budget to 
upgrade rural pools. It hasn't been spent as agreed with the Recreation department, or 
carried forward in the current Budget. It was listed in the 2019-2020 Budget on page 51, 
section 4.5.2 Pool Liner for Rural Swimming Pool. It fails to appear in the 2020-2021 Budget 
page 57, Works carried forward. The community is wondering where has that money gone 
to, and when will a rural pool get a new liner?” 
 

 
Mandy Whelan, General Manager Development advised that there has been a response 
provided to the community in late 2020, answering those questions. A written report will also 
be provided to Councillors. 
 
 

11.9 CR JODI REYNOLDS LAND ADJACENT TO SUNRAYSIA 
HOCKEY CLUB 

File Number: 02/01/06 

“I was at a meeting with the Sunraysia Hockey Club and they were disappointed that they 
missed out on substantial funding for a grant that they put in earlier on in the year, probably 
due to the fact that they’re not exactly sure what the status of the land is adjacent to the 
hockey club there. My question is, what is the status of that land adjacent to the hockey club, 
who does it belong to, and what are the opportunities for the hockey club to develop that land 
for more hockey fields?” 
 

 
This question was taken on notice. 
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11.10 CR JODI REYNOLDS BIKE TRACKS 

File Number: 16/03/01 

“We have a bike track that had been used about four years ago in Merbein around the river 
area there, but the bike club has not been able to use that track recently. In fact, Council has 
been discouraging people from using the track by putting logs in the way of the track, which 
has not necessarily had the effect they might have wanted. It’s actually made the tracks a bit 
more dangerous and causes damage to the environment. They may be, and I think there is, 
a real opportunity for bike tracks in Mildura, as they are great tourist attractions in other parts 
of Australia. I think encouraging people to use outdoor activities, bike tracks and the like is 
well in line with our Recreation Strategy. Is there a possibility we could generate a report that 
talks about costings and potential sites for opportunities for an adventure bike track or two, 
equivalent to those that are in Adelaide, Bright and Yackandandah for example, within 
certain timeframes if that’s possible.” 
 

 
Martin Hawson, General Manager Community took this question on notice, however he 
advised that such a proposal would have to come to Council as a new initiative budget 
proposal. Mr Hawson further advised that this is not currently in any budget strategies and it 
would have to come back as part of the budget discussions. 
 
 

11.11 CR HELEN HEALY RESOURCES FOR GENDER EQUALITY 
    INITIATIVES 

File Number: 02/01/06 

“With the approaching budget, can we have constructive feedback defining requirements to 
provide resources for gender equality, elevated by having a gender equality portfolio, to 
support the work of the past three years addressing family violence and gender equality 
issues impact on both men and women?” 
 

 
This question was taken on notice. 
 
 

12 NOTICES OF MOTION  

Nil  
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13 PETITIONS, JOINT LETTERS AND DEPUTATIONS 

13.1 PETITION - ASH AVENUE, KOORLONG ROAD CONDITION 

Summary 
 

A petition has been received requesting action on the road condition of Ash Avenue, 
Koorlong. 
 
The petition contains 15 physical signatures. 
 
A copy of both correspondence and attached petitions has been distributed directly to 
Councillors as privacy issues prevent inclusion within the Agenda. 
 

2021/0005 
 
Moved: Cr Stefano De Pieri 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Milne 

 
That Council note the petition and that this matter be considered within 
Management Report Item 14.5 of the January Ordinary Meeting of Council. 

 
CARRIED 
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14 MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

14.1 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT POLICY CP020 

Summary 
 
The purpose of this report to present the revised Community Engagement Policy 
CP020 for adoption. 
 

2021/0006 
 
Moved: Cr Jodi Reynolds 
Seconded: Cr Helen Healy 

 
That Council adopt the revised Community Engagement Policy CP020 as 
presented. 

 
CARRIED 
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14.2 MUNICIPAL EARLY YEARS PLAN 2020-2025 

Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to present the draft Municipal Early Years Plan 2020-2025 for 
adoption. 
 

2021/0007 
 
Moved: Cr Jodi Reynolds 
Seconded: Cr Ian Arney 

 
That Council adopt the draft Municipal Early Years Plan 2020-2025 as presented. 

 
CARRIED 
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14.3 MEDIA RELATIONS POLICY CP049 

Summary 
 
Following the resolution to lay this matter on the table at the Ordinary Meeting of Council 
held on 16 December 2020, an update on the status of this Policy Report is provided to 
Council. 
 

2021/0008 
 
Moved: Cr Helen Healy 
Seconded: Cr Cyndi Power 

 
That Council note the report continues to lay on the table until such time as an 
updated Media Relations Policy CP049 is finalised. 

 
CARRIED 

 
 

14.4 AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE MEETING 4/2020-2021 - MINUTES 
SUMMARY - 2 DECEMBER 2020 

Summary 
 
In line with the requirements of the Audit and Risk Committee Charter, the purpose of this 
report is to present to Council for noting a summary of the minutes of Audit and Risk 
Committee Meeting 4/2020-2021. The confidential minutes of Audit and Risk Committee 
Meeting 4/2020-2021, including key outcomes and recommendations of the meeting, have 
been distributed to Council under separate cover. 
 

2021/0009 
 
Moved: Cr Helen Healy 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Milne 

 
That Council note the confidential minutes of Audit and Risk Committee Meeting 
4/2020-2021 held on 2 December 2020. 

 
CARRIED 
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14.5 RESPONSE TO PETITION - ASH AVENUE, KOORLONG ROAD 
CONDITION 

Summary 
 
This report has been prepared in response to the petition received from Ash Avenue, 
Koorlong residents calling for Council to undertake maintenance to Ash Avenue and also 
requesting that the road be upgraded from an unsealed road to a sealed road. 
 
The report outlines: 
 

 the inspection and maintenance processes that council undertakes regarding unsealed 
roads as part of its obligations under the Municipal Road Management Plan (RMP); 

 the background on the inspection and maintenance works undertaken on Ash Avenue 
prior to the receipt of this petition; and 

 information on upgrading this road to a sealed road.  
 
 

2021/0010 
 
Moved: Cr Ian Arney 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Milne 

 
That Council: 
 
(i) continue to undertake planned inspection and road maintenance works to Ash 

Avenue, Koorlong as per the requirements identified in the Road Management 
Plan; and 

 
(ii) investigate any future funding opportunities for the upgrade of Ash Avenue, 

Koorlong to a sealed road based on the justification typically used for road 
upgrades but also in context with other priority roads within the municipality. 

 
CARRIED 
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14.6 USE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE LAND FOR A DWELLING AND 
CREATION OF AN ACCESS TO A ROAD ZONE CATEGORY 1 

Summary 
 
Following the resolution to lay this matter on the table at the Ordinary Meeting of Council 
held on 16 December 2020, this report is now represented as part of the January Ordinary 
Meeting of Council. 
 

Date Received: 23 June 2020 

Subject Property: Wentworth Road YELTA 

(CA: 17 Sec: H Psh: MERBEIN) 

Proposed Use/Development:  Use and development of the land for a dwelling 
and creation of an access to a Road Zone 
Category 1 

Zone: Farming Zone 

Overlays: Nil 

Applicant: Roy Costa Planning & Development 

Application Triggers: Clause 35.07-1 Section 2 use 

Use of the land for a dwelling (less than 100 
hectares outside of an irrigation district). 

 

Clause 35.07-4 Buildings and works  

A permit is required to construct or carry out 
works associated with a Section 2 use greater 
than 100m2 in area. 

 

Clause 52.29-2 Permit requirement 

A permit is required to create or alter access to a 
road in a Road Zone Category 1. 

Relevant Provisions: Clause 11.01-1S Settlement 

Clause 11.01-1R Settlement Loddon Mallee 
North 

Clause 11.03-6S Regional and Local Places 

Clause 14.01-1S Protection of agricultural land 

Clause 14.01-2S Sustainable agricultural use 

Clause 15.01-2S Building Design 

Clause 15.01-6S Design for rural areas 

Clause 16.01-5S Rural residential 
development 

Clause 16.01-5R Rural residential 
development – Loddon 
Mallee North 

Clause 21.06-1 Protection of rural land 

Clause 21.08-1 Agriculture 

Clause 35.07 Farming Zone 

Clause 52.29 Land adjacent to a Road 
Zone Category 1 

Clause 65 Decision Guidelines 

Objections Received: Nil 
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The application seeks the approval for the use and development of a dwelling at Wentworth 
Road Yelta. The dwelling will consist of 4 bedrooms, ensuite, bathroom, theatre room, 
kitchen, meals, family, alfresco and double garage. The dwelling will be located 30m from 
the northern (side) boundary of the site and 62m from the western (rear) boundary of the 
site. This will position the proposed dwelling behind the existing illegal shed/dwelling on the 
site. 
 
This site has been subject to a recent Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT) 
enforcement order, including the removal of a number of existing illegal use and 
development on the site, including illegal access from the Road Zone (Calder Highway). 
This proceed to consent orders being agreed to by the applicant and the Responsible 
Authority in which the following was agreed to: 
 

 Within ninety (90) days the restricted recreational facility, medical centre, outbuilding 
(so it cannot be used as a dwelling) and associated structures are decommissioned. 

 Within one hundred and twenty (120) days cease using the subject land for a dwelling 
and decommission the unpermitted access to Calder Highway / Wentworth Road and 
remove all structures to return the land to predevelopment state. 

 
The applicant has stated in the application that the site is unable to be returned to an 
agricultural production due to being unable to obtain a water licence and being cost 
prohibitive when considering the offsets required for native vegetation removal. 
 

Moved: Cr Jodi Reynolds 
Seconded: Cr Mark Eckel 
 

That Council having caused notice of Planning Application No. 005.2020.00000092.001 to 
be given under Section 52 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 and having 
considered all the matters required under Section 60 of the Planning and Environment Act 
1987 decides to issue a Notice of Decision to Refuse to Grant a Permit under the provisions 
of Clause 35.07-1, Clause 35.07-4 and Clause 52.29-2 of the Mildura Planning Scheme in 
respect of the land known and described as Wentworth Road Yelta (C.A 17 Sec: H Psh: 
Merbein), for the use and development of the land for a dwelling and creation of an access 
to a Road Zone Category 1, for the following reasons: 
 
(i) The proposal is inconsistent with the Planning Policy Framework in relation to 

agricultural land and rural development, specifically with Clauses 11.01-1S, 14.01-1S, 
14.01-2S and 16.01-5S which seek to manage development in rural areas to protect 
and enhance agricultural production and avoid inappropriate rural residential 
development. The proposed dwelling does not seek to provide agricultural benefit and 
could limit the expansion of agriculture potential to the site by its approval. 

 
(ii) The proposal is inconsistent with the Local Planning Policy in relation to agricultural 

land and rural development, specifically Clause 21.06-1 and Clause 21.08-1, which 
seek to ensure that new dwellings will assist in growing agricultural enterprise and to 
protect rural land for agriculture. 

 
(iii) The proposal has failed to demonstrate it meets the purposes of the Farming Zone, 

which seeks to protect the land for agricultural activities. 
 
(iv) The existing illegal use of the land for a dwelling has not resulted in any 

improvements on the land to seek to redevelop it for any agricultural use. Information 
regarding a water licence or offsets were only produced to receive approval for this 
application. It is considered that is has been an opportunistic way to ensure a permit 
is granted retrospectively. 

 
LOST 
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2021/0011 
 
Moved: Cr Glenn Milne 
Seconded: Cr Liam Wood 
 

That Council, having caused notice of Planning Application No. 
005.2020.00000092.001 to be given under Section 52 of the Planning and 
Environment Act 1987, and having considered all the matters required under Section 
60 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 decides to Grant a Permit under the 
provisions of Clauses 35.07-1 and 35.07-4 of the Mildura Planning Scheme in respect 
of the land known and described as 583 Wentworth Road YELTA, CA: 17 Sec: H Psh: 
MERBEIN for the use and development of a dwelling, in accordance with the 
endorsed plans, with the application dated 23 June 2020, subject to the following 
conditions: 
 
(1) The use and development as shown on the endorsed plans must not be altered 

or modified without the prior written consent of the Responsible Authority. 
 
(2) Within in three months of the issue of the Certificate of Occupancy for the 

dwelling approved under this permit, all other existing buildings located on the 
site must be decommissioned so that they cannot be used as a “dwelling” as 
defined in the Scheme to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.  

 
(3) Access to the dwelling must be provided via an all-weather road with 

dimensions adequate to accommodate emergency vehicles, to the satisfaction 
of the Responsible Authority. 

 
(4) The dwelling must be connected to a reticulated potable water supply or have 

an alternative potable water supply with adequate storage for domestic use as 
well as for firefighting purposes. 

 
(5) The dwelling must be connected to a reticulated electricity supply or have an 

alternative energy source to the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority.  
 
(6) All stormwater runoff from the buildings and works must be retained onsite to 

the satisfaction of the Responsible Authority. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 
 

(7) Prior to commencement of the use, amended plans must be submitted to and 
approved by the Head, Transport for Victoria. When approved by the Head, 
Transport for Victoria, the plans must be endorsed by the Responsible 
Authority and will then form part of the permit. The plans must be drawn to 
scale with dimensions. The plans must be generally in accordance with the 
plans prepared by Jacan Design Group, dated June 2020, drawing No 015-114, 
but modified to show: 

 
a) The removal of the southern vehicle crossing on the site’s eastern 

boundary and reinstatement of the road reserve. 
 
b) The existing northern crossover and driveway on the site’s eastern 

boundary to be modified to the satisfaction of the Head, Transport for 
Victoria Authority. 

 
(8) Prior to the commencement of the southern vehicle crossing on the site’s 

eastern boundary must be removed, and the area reinstated to the satisfaction 
of and at no cost to the Head, Transport for Victoria. 
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(9) Prior to the commencement of the use the existing northern crossover and 

driveway on the site’s eastern boundary must be modified to the satisfaction of 
the Head, Transport for Victoria Authority and at no cost to the Head, Transport 
for Victoria. The crossover, driveway and associated works must be: 

 
c) Formed to such levels and drained so that they can be used in 

accordance with the endorsed plans. 
 
d) Treated with an all-weather seal or some other durable surface. 
 
e) Driveways must be maintained in a fit and proper state so as not to 

compromise the ability of vehicles to enter and exit the site in a safe 
manner or compromise operational efficiency of the road or public safety 
(e.g. by spilling gravel onto the roadway). 

 
EXPIRY OF PERMIT 

 
(10) The above-mentioned planning permit expires if one of the following 

circumstances arise: 
 
a) The development is not started within two (2) years of the date of this 

permit; 
 
b) The development is not completed within four (4) years of the date of this 

permit; 
 
c) The use does not start within four years of the date of issue of the permit; 

or 
 
d) The use is discontinued for a period of two years. 

 
The Responsible Authority may extend the periods referred to if a request is made in 
writing in accordance with Section 69 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 
 

CARRIED 
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14.7 REZONING OF FORMER MERBEIN SCHOOL SITES - 456 
PASCHENDALE AVENUE, MERBEIN WEST & 13 JENNER STREET, 
MERBEIN 

Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to recommend a suitable zone(s) for the former Merbein 
School sites, in response to the Department of Treasury and Finance’s requested rezoning. 
 

2021/0012 
 
Moved: Cr Jodi Reynolds 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Milne 

 
That Council resolve to: 
 
(i) object to the residential zoning currently sought by the Department of Treasury 

and Finance for sites 456 Paschendale Avenue Merbein West and 13 Jenner 
Street Merbein; 

 
(ii) inform the Department of Treasury and Finance that for the purposes of the 

immediate rezoning request currently sought, the most orderly zone(s) is Rural 
Living Zone for 456 Paschendale Avenue Merbein West and both the Rural 
Living Zone and Farming Zone for 13 Jenner Street Merbein; and 

 
(iii) provide the Department of Treasury and Finance with a written response 

detailing the above-mentioned resolutions. 
 

CARRIED 
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15 URGENT BUSINESS 

Nil 
 
 

16 COMMUNITY QUESTIONS 

16.1 MEMBERSHIP & DELEGATE FEES, MILDURA FUTURE READY 
AND PASSENGER RAIL 

File Number: 02/01/13 

"How much has Council spent on membership, delegate fees and extras of Rail Freight Alliance 
and Central Murray Region Transport Forum? What is Council doing to progress Passenger Rail, 
one of the four pillars of Mildura Future Ready? Are the new Councillors aware that $500,000 was 
allocated to our Passenger Train in the Mildura Future Ready in 2017? Could I please request an 
update on the expenditure to date?” 
 

 
Richard Sexton, Manager Corporate Administration advised that in relation to costs to Council for 
membership fees and delegate fees and extras of Rail Freight Alliance, the annual subscription for 
2020 was $5,780. In relation to Central Murray Region Transport Forum, the annual subscription 
for 2020 was $4,400. Mr Sexton further advised that Council also has a $300 annual subscription 
to the North West Rail Alliance. 
 
Mr Sexton further noted that due to the COVID-19 restrictions in 2020, there were no further 
expenses allocated in relation to delegate fees or extras. 
 
Martin Hawson, General Manager Community advised that Council is currently progressing with its 
Transport Study, which is the main area of work commissioned from Mildura Future Ready. 
Councillors will be briefed on the Transport Study at a future Council Forum, with a view to 
complete the Study in mid-2021. 
 
Sarah Philpott, Chief Executive Officer advised that further information will be provided directly to 
the question asker. 
 
 

16.2 USE OF LOCAL RESOURCES 

File Number: 02/01/13 

“Why aren’t you using all local people for the next stage of the riverfront?” 
 

 
Chris Parham, General Manager Corporate advised that when Council undertakes a tendering 
process, there are a number of criteria and weightings against each criterion. When a tender is 
received, the subsequent assessment includes ensuring that the tender addresses each criterion, 
and the percentage weightings are then applied to each criterion, which can vary from tender to 
tender. 
 
Mr Parham further advised that in the instance of the riverfront project, the tenders received varied 
in price, and the successful tenderer offered a mid-range price. Council applies best value 
principles to the criteria and weightings, and these are outlined in the tender documents which the 
tenderers must consider prior to submitting their tender. 
 
Martin Hawson, General Manager Community advised that the construction of the project will also 
go out to tender and local contractors are welcomed and encouraged to apply. Mr Hawson further 
advised that with regard to stage 1 of the riverfront, 70 per cent of the work and the $20+ million 
budget was awarded to local contractors, using the process that Mr Parham has outlined. 
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17 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

6:49pm 
 
2021/0013 
 
Moved: Cr Mark Eckel 
Seconded: Cr Stefano De Pieri 
 
That Council resolve to move into confidential business to deal with the following matters 
as pursuant to section 66(2) of the Local Government Act 2020: 
 
17.1 TENDER AWARD - IRYMPLE DRAINAGE UPGRADE - CONTRACT 1920/7 
 

Section 3(1)(a) - Council business information, being information that would 
prejudice the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released 
 
Pursuant to section 66(5)(b) of the Local Government Act 2020, if released the 
information to be received, discussed or considered in relation to this Agenda item, 
may prejudice the commercial position of Council, as various negotiations remain 
pending. 
 
 

17.2 TENDER AWARD - SAN MATEO AVENUE AND TENTH STREET MICROSURFACING - 
CONTRACT 1920/52 

 
Section 3(1)(a) - Council business information, being information that would 
prejudice the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released 
 
Pursuant to section 66(5)(b) of the Local Government Act 2020, if released the 
information to be received, discussed or considered in relation to this Agenda item, 
may prejudice the commercial position of Council, as various negotiations remain 
pending. 
 
 

17.3 TENDER AWARD - FIRE SERVICES UPGRADE AT THE ALFRED DEAKIN CENTRE - 
CONTRACT 1920/72 

 
Section 3(1)(a) - Council business information, being information that would 
prejudice the Council's position in commercial negotiations if prematurely released 
 
Pursuant to section 66(5)(b) of the Local Government Act 2020, if released the 
information to be received, discussed or considered in relation to this Agenda item, 
may prejudice the commercial position of Council, as various negotiations remain 
pending. 
 
 

17.4 INCREASE TO PROVISIONAL SUM IN CONTRACT 1819/60 - BOUNDARY 
INTERSECTION ROADWORKS 

 
Section 3(1)(g) - Private commercial information, being information provided by a 
business, commercial or financial undertaking that –  
(i) relates to trade secrets; or 
(ii) if released, would unreasonably expose the business, commercial or financial 

undertaking to disadvantage 
 
 
 
 



Minutes – Ordinary Meeting of Council Wednesday 27 January 2021 
 

Page 87 

 
Pursuant to section 66(5)(b) of the Local Government Act 2020, if released the 
information provided by a business, commercial or financial undertaking that: 
relates to trade secrets; or if released, would unreasonably expose the business, 
commercial or financial undertaking unreasonably to disadvantage. 
 

CARRIED 
 
 

18 CLOSURE 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 7:23pm. 
 
 
 

Date of Confirmation: 24 February 2021 
 
 
 

Signed: 
Chairperson 
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