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Why choose kindergarten?
What is kindergarten?

Kindergarten (also known as pre-school) helps your child develop 
independence, social relationships and learning skills to make the best  
start to life long learning. 

Kindergarten is the best way to get your child ready for school in  
the year before they start Prep. 

This is because it uses a play based way to help each child to develop social, 
emotional, physical, language and intellectual abilities.

Kindergartens work closely with you to provide a program that focuses on 
your child’s needs within the group.  

Most kindergartens offer a pre-kinder program (also known as 3 year  
old kindergarten).

The benefits of kindergarten

A kindergarten program builds on what your child has already learned 
at home. It will help your child get better at:

Creative skills

Using and recognising language 
and numbers
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Listening to stories, talking 
and enjoying music

Links families and carers 
to local early childhood 
services and supports

The kindergarten teacher links 
families to expert support

Kindergarten helps you get to know other families with children the same 
age. You have the opportunity to give and receive support from other 
parents as well as give your child the chance to play with friends. 

The kindergarten teacher provides you with expert support in 
understanding how your child learns in their pre-school years. They talk with 
you to make sure that the program matches your child’s interests, strengths 
and needs. The kindergarten teacher helps to decide if your child is ready 
for school.

Towards the end of kindergarten, a transition to school plan is 
built between families, the kindergarten teacher and the Prep 
teacher, to help make a happy start to school the following year.

Making and sharing
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Is your child ready  
for kindergarten?
In Victoria, all children must have started school  
when they are 6 years of age. 

If you have concerns about whether your child is ready to start a 
kindergarten program or is ready for Prep, you should discuss this  
with your local kindergarten program provider and school.

Minimum starting ages

Between 
January 1  
and April 30  
your child is

This means  
your child is old 
enough to start

The Victorian Government 
contributes to the costs

5 Prep at school Significantly  
& School kids bonus

4
4 year old kindergarten Subsidises the first 15 hours & 

Kindergarten fee subsidy for 
eligible families

Kinder within long  
day care

Child Care Benefit & Rebate 
eligibility applies

3
3 year old kindergarten  
(Pre-kinder)

No (except for those eligible 
for Early Start Kindergarten)

Kinder within long  
day care

Child Care Benefit & Rebate 
eligibility applies

Some readiness signs for 4 year old kindergarten 

Children develop at different rates and learn different skills  
at different times. There is no perfect guide to being ready  
for kindergarten. 

Kindergarten teachers hope that the children starting kindergarten show 
signs of readiness in the following areas.
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Language and number readiness skills
Beginning to:
• Speak clearly and understand what is said to them
• Show an interest in stories and print
• Speak in sentences of at least five words 

Can:
• Tell you their name
• Identify some colours
• Count a small group of objects 

If your child has achieved most of these skills, they 
are probably ready for 4 year old Kindergarten. 

If your child can only accomplish a few you may want to 
consider some alternatives until the following year and 
discuss this with your play group leader, kindergarten 
teacher or a community service provider. 

Social skills
Beginning to:
• Be apart from parents without being upset 
• Listen to and follow directions
• Share with other children
• Achieve self-control

Motor skills
Beginning to:
• Hold and cut with scissors
• Dress and undress themselves 

independently
• Open and close their own bag, 

lunchbox and drink bottle

Can:
• Go to the toilet by themselves 
• Hold and use a pencil or crayon
• Bounce and catch a medium-sized ball
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5 Alternatives for children not attending  
4 year old kindergarten

• Being at home with a parent or carer
• 3 year old Kindergarten
• Parent-run play groups
• Occasional care
• Family Day Care

Families choosing these alternatives should check their eligibility through 
Centrelink for approved or registered Child Care Benefits. These may 
include outside school-hours care, family day care, vacation care, long day 
care, in-home care and some occasional care services.

A second year of kindergarten

Some children benefit from delaying a start to Prep by having a second year 
of 3 or 4 year old kindergarten. You should discuss this with the kindergarten 
teacher to see what is best for your child.

To be eligible for funding for a second year of 4 year old kindergarten a 
child has to be assessed against specific guidelines by the kindergarten 
teacher and the Preschool Field Officer as having at least two areas of 
significant developmental delay that are not age related.
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Choosing a kindergarten
Not all kindergartens are the same

Each Kindergarten is different in the way it organises it’s sessions, 
programs and other services it may provide. 

Most kindergartens provide a program of 15 hours per week. They may 
either provide a number of half-day sessions during the week, or provide 
longer-day, extended programs, which may go through lunch times or later 
into the afternoon.

Kindergarten programs within long day care provide meals and snacks,  
and have flexible drop off and pick up times.

Kindergartens are not zoned according to residential addresses  
and you can choose which centre you feel will best suit the needs  
of your child.

Any model you choose will provide a program for your child to participate 
fully in a wide range of learning experiences that are appropriate for them.
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3  45Checklist when  
making a choice
A full list of kindergartens are on pages 15 & 16

It is important when choosing a kindergarten program provider that you 
consider your child’s needs and your family’s needs and location. 

You may want to choose a kindergarten:

• Near your home 
• Near a relative or friend’s home
• Near your workplace, or
• Where there is suitable transport

7
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3  45Once you find a provider that meets your needs, you should meet the 
teacher, see the place and experience how it feels. You can ask any 
questions you may have and share information about your child.

Here are some important things to check which may help you make  
your choice.

Checklist

Suitable location

Enrolment places are available

Session times suit my family

The fees suit my budget

My child is eligible for support

Suitable payment method

Suitable expectations  
for parent involvement

Suitable daily routines for snacks, 
stories and play

Approachable staff

Quality relationships between  
staff and children

Quality program  
(activities, equipment)

Culturally responsive  
program and place

Transport

Other

8
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Signs of a quality program

Young children need to play in order to learn best. Kindergarten programs 
are designed by trained staff to help children to become ready for school.

Signs of a quality program that you can look for:

• Children are happy and busy 
• A wide range of activities
• Staff are warm and positive
• Staff welcome families and discuss their programs 
• Indoor spaces are designed for choice of play 
• Outdoor spaces encourage children to use their bodies, their brains  

and connect with the elements
• Lots of things to inspire a child’s curiosity and wonder 

Parent involvement

Kindergartens can vary in the ways parents are involved. Most centres 
strongly encourage you to spend time with their child at Kindergarten and 
help where you can.

9
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Registration  
and enrolment
Parents can place their child’s name on a waiting list before they  
are old enough to attend. It is best to do so as early as possible  
and preferably at least six to twelve months before the start of  
the kindergarten year.

Service providers take enrolments for their kindergarten programs  
all year and while some can place children at any time, others may  
have a waiting list.

You should contact the service about its enrolment policies  
and procedures and what information about your child you need  
to bring.

All kindergartens will want the following to fully enrol your child:

• Birth certificate
• Proof of identity
• Immunisation records

Birth certificates

Support to assist you to get your child  
a Birth Certificate is available at: 

Department of Justice 
59 Madden Avenue, Mildura 
T (03) 5021 6100 

Registry of Births, Deaths, Marriages 
T 1300 369 367 
www.justice.vic.gov.au
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Kindergarten costs
As kindergarten costs vary depending on what you choose, you should ask 
the kindergarten what their fees are. You can access free kindergarten 
(or kindergarten at minimal cost) in the year before your child starts school if:

• You or your child has one of the concession cards or visas below
• Your child is Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, or 
• You have triplets or quadruplets attending in the same year
• Your child is eligible for Early Start if you are a DHS client

All Kindergartens are 15 hour programs.

Are you eligible for a fee subsidy?

The kindergarten fee subsidy is available to families who have one  
of these cards, visas or documents:

Card issued from September 2012

Card issued before September 2012

• Health care card 
• Pensioner concession card 
• Temporary protection/

humanitarian visas   
447, 451, 785 or 786

• Asylum seekers on Bridging Visas 
A - F and Refugee and Special 
Humanitarian Visa holders 200- 217

• Resolution of Status (RoS) visa, 
Class CD, subclass 851 

• Department of Veterans Affairs 
gold card

• Protection Visa (subclass 866)
• Emergency Rescue Visa  

(subclass 2013)
• Woman at risk visa (subclass 204)
• Bridging visas A-E
• ImmiCard

The fee subsidy is claimed  
through the kindergarten,  
once you show the document  
that is current. (Fee relief  
is only available to current  
card holders)

Families should investigate 
through Centrelink  
whether they are eligible  
for Child Care Benefit  
Rebates, especially if the 
kindergarten is within a  
Long Day Care setting.
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Support for children  
with additional needs
Early start kindergarten

This provides a free program for up to 15 hours per week for children who 
have turned three by 30 April in the year they enrol and are:

• Known to Child Protection, including those referred directly from Child 
Protection to Child FIRST; or

• Identified as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander children

This funding will apply in licensed children’s services, including long day 
care settings, where a kindergarten program is being planned and delivered 
by a qualified early childhood teacher.  

Applications for Early Start Kindergarten funding are made by the service on 
your behalf and the grant is paid directly to the service.

Preschool field officer program

This is a free program which supports children attending 4 year old 
kindergarten with additional needs and their families, within the  
Mallee region.

What are additional needs?

• Children with developmental delays
• Language delay
• Children with mild to moderate disability
• Children with social  

or emotional difficulties
• Children with challenging behaviour

This program supports children who  
are usually not receiving support from  
Early Childhood Intervention Services  
or kindergarten inclusion support  
service packages.
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Kindergarten inclusion support packages

This program is to help kindergartens to support the access  
and participation of children with:

• A disability and high support needs and/or
• Complex medical needs

Applications are completed by the kindergarten teacher, the family  
and any professionals working with the child on the family’s behalf.  
A Regional Advisory Group reviews the applications against set  
guidelines to determine eligibility.

Koorie engagement support officers (DEECD)

Koorie Engagement Support Officers (KESOs) assist koorie families in 
accessing a broad range of services for their child. This support is available 
until a child completes their school education.

Koorie preschool assistants program

Koorie Preschool Assistants work with kindergartens to embrace Koorie 
culture, assist Koorie children participate fully and involve their families.

The Koorie Preschool Assistants Program (KPSA) program is supported  
by Mallee District Aboriginal Services.
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De Garis Kindergarten
2 Christie Parade, Mildura 
T (03) 5023 1819
E de.garis.kin@ kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Irymple Kindergarten
Casuarina Court, Irymple
T (03) 5024 5496
E irymple@bigbond.net.au 

Kathleen Kelly Kindergarten
45 Lemon Avenue, Mildura
T (03) 5023 1515
E kathleen.kelly.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Merbein Preschool Kindergarten
18 O’Bryan Street, Merbein
T (03) 5025 2491
E merbeinkinder@gmail.com

Mildura South Kindergarten
13 Luke Road, Mildura South
T (03) 5023 1189
E mildura.south.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Mildura West Kindergarten
214 Eighth Street, Mildura 
T (03) 5023 0147
E mwkinder@bigpond.net.au

Millewa Preschool
King Street, Werrimull
T (03) 5028 1293
E millewa.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Murrayville Preschool 
Cnr Francis & Gray Streets, Murrayville
T (03) 5095 2137
E murrayville.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Nangiloc & District Kindergarten
2606 Kulkyne Way, Nangiloc
T (03) 5029 1574
E nangiloc.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Ouyen Preschool
78 Oke Street, Ouyen
T (03) 5092 1347
E ouyen.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Pasadena Preschool
115 Pasadena Grove, Mildura
T (03) 5023 1105
E pasadena.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Red Cliffs Kindergarten Inc.
Guava Street, Red Cliffs
T (03) 5024 1984
E red.cliffs.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

St Margaret’s Preschool Inc.
174 Deakin Avenue, Mildura
T (03) 5023 1093
E st.margarets.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Underbool Early Learning Centre
43 Cotter Street, Underbool
T (03) 5094 6273
E underbool.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
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Kindergarten programs in long day care centres
Childcare centres may also offer a funded kindergarten program and this option  
may be suitable for families who work and need full time care. Check with the centre 
as to whether they offer a funded kindergarten program and if you may be eligible 
for Child Care Benefit Rebates. The centre should have a certificate on display 
verifying their kindergarten program.

Kindergarten  
service providers  
in adjoining LGAs
M.V.A Kindergarten
Old Street, Robinvale  
T (03) 5026 3255
E murray.valley.abori.kin@kindergarten.
vic.gov.au

Robinvale Preschool Centre
10 Leonora Street, Robinvale
T (03) 5026 3318
E robinvale.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Kindergarten service 
providers in NSW 
Gol Gol Preschool
Burns Road, Gol Gol
T (03) 5024 8465
E director@golgolpreschool.com

Gyndarna Preschool
28 Hawdon Street, Dareton
T (03) 5027 4333
E gyndarn@bigpond.com

Wentworth Preschool
38 Murray Street, Wentworth
T (03) 5027 3067
E wentypre@bigpond.net.au

Outback Kids
532 14th Street, Mildura
T (03) 5022 8080
E info@outbackkids.com.au
W www.outbackkids.com.au

Playalong Early Learning Centre
73 - 75 Lemon Avenue, Mildura
T (03) 5018 8291
E playalong@mildura.vic.gov.au
W www.playalongmildura.com.au

TAFE Kids Inc 
TAFE Campus, Benetook Avenue, Mildura
Telephone (03) 5022 3791
Email tafekids@sunitafe.edu.au

Two Rivers Early Learning Centre
1-5 Short Street, Buronga
T (03) 5023 3121
E director@tworiversearlylearning.com.au

Underbool Early Learning Centre
43 Cotter Street, Underbool
T (03) 5091 0292 or (03) 5094 6273
E mmccc@mthcs.vic.gov.au

Goodstart Early Learning Eleventh St
374 - 378 Eleventh Street, Mildura
T (03) 5021 5288
E mil@goodstart.org.au

Goodstart Early Learning  
Matthew Flinders
10 Matthew Flinders Drive, Mildura
T (03) 5023 5788
E msu@goodstart.org.au

Jack & Jill Midway Child Care Centre
Lot 46 Midway Drive, Buronga
T (03) 5023 3005
E soniajo@bigpond.com.au

Mallee Minors Child Care Centre
Cnr. Francis & Gray Streets, Murrayville
T (03) 5091 0292
E mmccc@mthcs.vic.gov.au

Mildura Central Child Care Centre
145 - 149 Lime Avenue, Mildura
T (03) 5023 3214
E milduracentral@mychildelc.com.au

Mildura Early Learning Centre
328 - 340 San Mateo Avenue, Mildura
T (03) 5023 2888
E mildura@mychildelc.com.au



This booklet has been produced as  
part of the Mildura Best Start Project  
in consultation with kindergarten staff, 
early childhood services and agencies.

Printed 2016

Mildura Rural City Council
76 Deakin Avenue, Mildura 3500
E earlyyears@mildura.vic.gov.au
T (03) 5018 8271

www.mildura.vic.gov.au/kindergartens
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