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1 PRAYER AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor read the Council prayer and paid respects to the traditional land owners. 
 
 

2 OPENING AND WELCOME 

The Mayor welcomed Councillors, management, staff and members of the public 
viewing the live stream. 

 
 

3 PRESENT 

Councillors 
Cr Simon Clemence Mayor 
Cr Min Poole Deputy Mayor 
Cr Greg Brown 
Cr Anthony Cirillo 
Cr Mark Eckel 
Cr Helen Healy 
Cr Glenn Milne 
Cr Jason Modica 
Cr Gavin Sedgmen 

 
Officers 
Sarah Philpott Chief Executive Officer 
Mandy Whelan General Manager Development 
Martin Hawson General Manager Community 
Chris Parham General Manager Corporate  
Richard Sexton Manager Corporate Administration 
 
 

4 APOLOGIES AND ABSENCES  

Nil 
 
 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

2020/0210 
 
Moved: Cr Gavin Sedgmen 
Seconded: Cr Anthony Cirillo 
 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on Wednesday 
26 August 2020 be confirmed as a correct record. 
 
That the Minutes of the Confidential Meeting of Council held on Wednesday 
26 August 2020 be confirmed as a correct record. 
 

CARRIED 
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6 CONFIRMATION OF COUNCIL AUSPICED MEETINGS 

In accordance with Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act), records 
of Assemblies of Councillors must be reported at the next practicable Council meeting 
and recorded in the minutes. 
 
An Assembly of Councillors is defined in Section 76AA of the Act as a meeting at 
which matters are considered that are intended or likely to be the subject of a Council 
decision or the exercise of a delegated authority and which is either of the following: 
 

 A meeting of an advisory committee where at least one Councillor is present; or 

 A planned or scheduled meeting that includes at least half the Councillors and at 
least one Council officer. 

 
The record is therefore presented for Council’s noting. 
 
2020/0211 
 
Moved: Cr Min Poole 
Seconded: Cr Helen Healy 
 
That Council note the Assembly of Councillor records for the following 
meetings: 
 

 Council Planning Forum - 24 August 2020 

 COVID-19 Briefing - 28 August 2020 

 Finance Advisory Committee Meeting - 9 September 2020 

 Council Forum - 9 September 2020 
 COVID-19 Briefing - 11 September 2020 

 
CARRIED 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCILLORS 
 

Assembly Details Councillor Attendees All Other Attendees Matters Discussed 
Conflict of 

Interest 
Disclosures 

Council Planning Forum 
24 August 2020 
(via Webex) 

Cr Clemence 
Cr Poole 
Cr Eckel 
Cr Healy 
Cr Milne 
Cr Modica 
Cr Sedgmen 

Sarah Philpott, Chief Executive Officer 
Mandy Whelan, General Manager Development 
Andrew Millen, Manager Development Services 
Damien Sutton, Statutory Planning Coordinator 
Tim Berger, Senior Statutory Planner 
Andrea Collins, Senior Town Planner 

1. Planning Application 005.2019.00000332.001 
2. Planning Application 005.2020.00000132.003 

Nil 

COVID-19 Briefing 
28 August 2020 
(via Skype) 

Cr Clemence 
Cr Poole 
Cr Eckel 
Cr Healy 
Cr Modica 
Cr Sedgmen 

Sarah Philpott, Chief Executive Officer 
Martin Hawson, General Manager Community 
Richard Sexton, Acting General Manager Corporate 

1. COVID-19 – various matters Nil 

Finance Advisory 
Committee Meeting 
9 September 2020 
(via Webex) 

Cr Clemence 
Cr Poole 
Cr Cirillo 

Chris Parham, General Manager Corporate 
Mandy Whelan, General Manager Development 
Mark McMillan, Manager Financial Services 

1. Confidential Matter 
2. Confidential Matter 
3. Confidential Matter 

Nil 

Council Forum 
9 September 2020 
(via Webex) 

Cr Clemence 
Cr Poole 
Cr Brown 
Cr Cirillo 
Cr Eckel 
Cr Healy 
Cr Milne 
Cr Modica 

Sarah Philpott, Chief Executive Officer 
Chris Parham, General Manager Corporate 
Mandy Whelan, General Manager Development  
Martin Hawson, General Manager Community 
Richard Sexton, Manager Corporate Administration 
Ben Piscioneri, Public Relations Officer 

1. Mildura South Regional Sporting Precinct Project Update 
2. Development and Use Agreement - Nichols Point Primary 

School 
3. Draft Library Service Strategy 2020-2025 
4. Community Relief and Recovery Plan 
5. Red Cliffs Heritage Walk 
6. Princes Court Homes Land Acquisition 
7. Mildura Riverfront Project - VicTrack Land 
8. A Doubles (Road Trains) 
9. Monthly Management Report 
10. Councillor Issues & Questions 
11. CEO Issues 

Nil 
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7 NOTIFICATION OF ABSENCE  

Nil 
 
 

8 MAYORAL REPORT  

Nil 
 
 

9 COUNCILLOR REPORTS  

Nil 
 
Cr Mark Eckel acknowledged the passing of Mary Chandler and her vast contribution 
to the Sunraysia community. 

 
 

10 RESPONSES TO COUNCILLOR QUESTIONS  

Nil 
 
 

11 QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS  

11.1 CR GLENN MILNE COSTINGS FOR MILDURA SOUTH 
REGIONAL SPORTING PRECINCT 

File Number: PROJ/500270 

“What is the expected completed cost, including Stage 2, for the Mildura South Sporting 
Complex?” 
 

 
Martin Hawson, General Manager Community advised that the current budget for Stage 1 is 
$31.6 million, with an additional $1.58 million from the netball/cricket lighting project, bringing 
the total to $33.2 million. Mr Hawson further advised that Council is currently advocating for 
$10 million from the state government for Stage 2 of the project. 
 
 

11.2 CR GLENN MILNE KUMATORI SISTER CITY VISIT 

File Number: 02/03/03 

“Have we had a recent discussion with Kumatori regarding the Sister City visits and what will 
happen in 2021?” 
 

 
Chris Parham, General Manager Corporate advised that Kumatori made contact with Council 
earlier this calendar year and requested that their August 2020 visit be postponed due to 
COVID-19. Mr Parham further advised that Mildura and Kumatori have committed to making 
contact early in the new calendar year to see if it is appropriate to schedule a visit around 
August 2021. 
 



Minutes - Ordinary Meeting of Council Wednesday 23 September 2020 
 

Page 8 

11.3 CR GLENN MILNE RED CLIFFS TOURISM SIGNAGE 

File Number: 14/02/07 

“Donata Carrazza asked me recently for directions to the Red Cliffs cliffs, because there is 
no signage showing the way. Can I ask again why there is no sign on the highway to direct 
people to the Red Cliffs cliffs?” 
 

 
Mandy Whelan, General Manager Development advised that Council has put together a 
working group including Regional Roads Victoria and Mildura Regional Development to look 
at tourism signage across the municipality because it has to meet certain standards. It had 
been agreed that the Red Cliffs cliffs signage would be part of a holistic approach to review 
tourism signage for Red Cliffs, and that it would be used as a trial for updating tourism 
signage across the municipality. 
 
Ms Whelan further advised that this was proposed as a new initiative in the 2020-2021 
Budget, but it was not funded. The plan to review the signage is still there, but it needs to be 
funded. 
 
 

11.4 CR GLENN MILNE FUNDING FOR MILDURA SOUTH 
REGIONAL SPORTING PRECINCT 

File Number: PROJ/500270 

“Warrnambool have just been given $10 million for their sporting ground from the state 
government. Do we have an update on $10 million for our sporting ground?” 
 

 
Martin Hawson, General Manager Community advised that Council’s $10 million will 
hopefully be in the state budget announced soon, however it is up to the state government if 
they choose to fund it. Due to Council’s advocacy efforts on the matter, the state government 
would be well aware of Council’s requirement for the $10 million, so it will hopefully be 
forthcoming in the budget. 
 
 

11.5 CR GLENN MILNE MURRAYVILLE LIBRARY 

File Number: PROJ/500254 

“Do we know when the Murrayville Library will open?” 
 

 
Martin Hawson, General Manager Community advised that Council is awaiting the arrival of 
defibrillators to receive approval of the building permit. The library is not allowed to operate 
under the current COVID-19 restrictions, but hopefully the easing of restrictions will coincide 
with the works being completed. Mr Hawson further advised that a remote service is being 
provided to Mallee Track residents in the interim. 
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11.6 CR HELEN HEALY GREEN WASTE CONCERNS 

File Number: 15/05/02 

“I have a constituent question. Why do we allow contamination in our green waste? Why do 
we not monitor what comes in? Why do we use contaminated green waste as a dust 
suppression when it generally creates its own dust and has harmful particles that have been 
mixed in during the mulching process? Why don’t we use spray on dust suppression 
methods (used throughout the world and easy to use)? And why can’t residents access 
mulch from the tip?” 
 

 
Mandy Whelan, General Manager Development advised that as of 6 July 2020, garden 
waste that is dropped off by residents is no longer processed onsite at the Mildura landfill, 
and is therefore no longer being used for dust suppression. There is now a Cleanaway staff 
member monitoring green waste that is being dropped off, before being transported to 
Cleanaway’s offsite processing location. 
 
Ms Whelan further advised that in the future, Council will be undertaking dust suppression 
via spray control methods. In accordance with the contract, the garden waste product is 
being sent to an offsite processing location along with what is collected in the kerbside 
organics system, and does not come back to the Mildura landfill, meaning that residents can 
no longer access mulch at the landfill. 
 
Additionally, Ms Whelan noted that there is excellent product produced as a result, which can 
be purchased and re-used. 
 

 
Cr Healy further asked: 
 
“Why can’t residents access mulch from the tip that is free, as per most other landfills around 
the country?” 
 

 
Mandy Whelan, General Manager Development advised that this is because mulch is not 
produced at the landfill and is therefore not available. 
 
 

11.7 CR MARK ECKEL MOTOR SPORTS PRECINCT PROPOSAL 

File Number: 13/10/08 

“Can we have an update, if there is an update, on the Platinum Group? I think they were 
given a $150,000 grant from the state government to proceed and look for private investment 
into the motor sports precinct. Can we have a report on how that’s going and if there’s any 
progress?” 
 

 
Martin Hawson, General Manager Community advised that the $150,000 was an election 
budget allocation through Regional Development Victoria, to facilitate the development of 
funding brokerage for the project. Mr Hawson further advised that there is no further update 
on the grant allocation as the state government is still considering Platinum Group’s 
proposal. Therefore the interest expressed by Platinum Group through Council’s Expression 
of Interest process is still pending. 
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11.8 CR MARK ECKEL TOURISM SIGNAGE 

File Number: 14/02/07 

“Is Council aware of the push, for numerous years now, for the Oasis and Murray Outback 
signage to be taken down from the skins around our region? They are about 20 years old 
now. Just asking whether that is part of the overall audit process.” 
 

 
Mandy Whelan, General Manager Development advised that it has been discussed as part of 
the working group, but Council is still waiting to hear back from other authorities in regard to 
those signs. 
 
 

12 NOTICES OF MOTION  

Nil 
 
 

13 PETITIONS, JOINT LETTERS AND DEPUTATIONS  

Nil 
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14 MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

14.1 COMMUNITY RELIEF AND RECOVERY PLAN - COVID-19 

Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to present the Community Relief and Recovery Plan 
COVID-19 (The Plan) for information. The plan includes Mildura Rural City Council’s 
(MRCC) overall role and approach to relief and recovery planning from the pandemic, 
and specific high level action plans for the Economic and Social environments and 
planning for the foundations of recovery. 
 

2020/0212 
 
Moved: Cr Min Poole 
Seconded: Cr Gavin Sedgmen 

 
That Council note the Community Relief and Recovery Plan COVID-19 for 
information. 

 
CARRIED 

 

14.2 DEVELOPMENT AND USE AGREEMENT - NICHOLS POINT 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to present the Draft Development and Use Agreement 
between the Minister for Education, the Nichols Point Primary School Council and 
Mildura Rural City Council to Councillors and seek endorsement for the signing of the 
agreement. 
 

2020/0213 
 
Moved: Cr Helen Healy 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Milne 

 
That Council endorse the execution of the Development and Use Agreement as 
presented, between the Minister for Education, the Nichols Point Primary 
School Council and Mildura Rural City Council. 

 
CARRIED 
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14.3 CLARIFICATION OF A-DOUBLES RESOLUTION 

Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to achieve further clarification on the resolution made at the 
22 July 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting (as detailed below) with respect to A-Doubles 
(36.5m road trains) being gazetted to travel on Council’s Rural Roads, so that Council 
Officers can ensure the motion is able to be enacted as intended.  
 
2020/0147 
 
Moved: Cr Greg Brown 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Milne 
 
That Mildura Rural City Council, in line with the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator decision 
on national highways in North West Victoria, permit A-Double vehicles up to 36.5 metres 
long to travel on Council’s rural roads with the same access and conditions as B-Doubles 
are currently permitted. 
 

Procedural Motion 
 
Moved: Cr Jason Modica 

 
That the motion be laid on the table. 
 

LOST 
2020/0214 
 
Moved: Cr Greg Brown 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Milne 

 
That Council, with regard to resolution 2020/0147 of the Ordinary Meeting of Council 
held on 22 July 2020, provide further clarification with respect to the intention of the 
resolution by: 
 
(i) defining a rural road as being a road outside an urban area; 

 
(ii) defining an urban area as per the definition in the Road Management Act 2004 

in relation to a road being a road which; 
a. a speed limit of 60 kilometres per hour or less applies (not being a speed 

limit which applies only because of a temporary reason such as roadworks 
or a street event); or 

b. there are buildings on land next to the road, or there is street lighting; at 
intervals not exceeding 100 metres for; 
i. a distance of at least 500m; or 
ii. if the length of road is less than 500 metres over the length of the road; 

and 
 

(iii) confirming that the reference to rural roads with respect to the 22 July 2020 
resolution relating to A-Doubles: 
a. refers to all roads that lie outside the Sunraysia Irrigated Area as presented 

by the attached map, and for those roads to be gazetted for A-Double 
access; and 

b. those roads that fall within the Sunraysia Irrigated Area will be subject to 
permit requests. 

 
CARRIED 
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15 URGENT BUSINESS  

Nil 
 
 

16 COMMUNITY QUESTIONS 

Nil 
 
 

17 CLOSURE 

Cr Simon Clemence, Mayor, acknowledged the current term of Councillors for their four 
years of service to the community. In particular, the Mayor acknowledged Cr Greg Brown 
for his long-standing contribution to Council. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 5:59pm. 

 
 
 

Date of Confirmation: 25 November 2020 
 
 
 

Signed: 
Chairperson 
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