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1 PRAYER AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor read the Council prayer and paid respects to the traditional land owners. 
 

2 OPENING AND WELCOME 

The Mayor welcomed the public to this meeting. 
 

3 PRESENT 

Councillors 
Cr Mark Eckel Mayor 
Cr Ali Cupper                  Deputy Mayor 
Cr Greg Brown 
Cr Anthony Cirillo 
Cr Simon Clemence 
Cr Glenn Milne 
Cr Jason Modica 
Cr Min Poole 

 
Officers 
Gerard José   Chief Executive Officer 
Matt George  Acting General Manager Development 
Martin Hawson General Manager Community 
Chris Parham  General Manager Corporate  
Richard Sexton Manager Corporate Administration 
 

4 APOLOGIES  

2018/0001 
 
Moved: Cr Glenn Milne 
Seconded: Cr Greg Brown 
 
Council accept the apology from the following Councillor: 
 
Cr Max Thorburn 

CARRIED 

 
5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

2018/0002 

 
Moved: Cr Anthony Cirillo 
Seconded: Cr Min Poole 
 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting  held on Thursday 14 
December 2017 be confirmed as a correct record. 

CARRIED 
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2018/0003 

 
Moved: Cr Min Poole 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Milne 
 

That the Minutes of the Confidential Council Meeting  held on Thursday 14 
December 2017 be confirmed as a correct record. 

CARRIED 

    

 

6 CONFIRMATION OF ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

In accordance with Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989 (the Act), records 
of Assemblies of Councillors must be reported at the next practicable Council meeting 
and recorded in the minutes. 
 
An Assembly of Councillors is defined in Section 76AA of the Act as a meeting at 
which matters are considered that are intended or likely to be the subject of a Council 
decision or the exercise of a delegated authority and which is either of the following: 
 

 A meeting of an advisory committee where at least one Councillor is present; or 

 A planned or scheduled meeting that includes at least half the Councillors and at 
least on Council officer. 

 
The record is therefore presented for Council’s noting. 
 
2018/0004 
 

Moved: Cr Glenn Milne 
Seconded: Cr Jason Modica 
 
 
That Council note the Assembly of Councillors records for the following meetings: 
 

 Council Forum – 7 December 2017 

 Planning Forum – 11 December 2017 

CARRIED 
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RECORD OF ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCILLORS 
 

Assembly 
Details 

Councillor 
Attendees 

Officer Attendees Matters Discussed 
Conflict of 

Interest 
Disclosures 

Council Forum 

7 December 2017 
1pm 

Cr Greg Brown 
Cr Anthony Cirillo 
Cr Simon Clemence 
Cr Ali Cupper 
Cr Mark Eckel 
Cr Glenn Milne 
Cr Jason Modica 
Cr Min Poole 
Cr Max Thorburn 

Gerard José, Chief Executive Officer 
Chris Parham, General Manager Corporate 
Services 
Martin Hawson, General Manager Community 
Mandy Whelan, General Manager Development 
Richard Sexton, Manager Corporate 
Administration 
Ben Piscioneri, Public Relations Officer 

 
1. Draft Mallee Floodplain Management Strategy 
2. Mallee Catchment Management Authority 

Sustainable Diversion Limits Project 
3. Mallee Catchment Partnership Agreement 
4. Mildura Airport Pty Ltd Annual Report 2016-

2017 
5. Mildura Airport Master Plan Submissions 
6. Monthly Management Report 
7. Property Valuations Update 
8. Mildura Riverfront Commercial Trading Policy 

and Guidelines 
9. Building Better Regions Funding Application: 

Mildura South Regional Sporting Precinct 
10. Confidential Item 
11. Mildura Planning Scheme Amendment C98 
12. Councillor Surveys 2017 
13. Councillor Issues & Questions 

 

Nil 

Planning Forum 

11 December 2017 
5.30pm 

Cr Simon Clemence 
Cr Ali Cupper 
Cr Mark Eckel 
Cr Glenn Milne 
Cr Jason Modica 
Cr Min Poole 
Cr Max Thorburn 

Mandy Whelan, General Manager Development 
Matthew Jackson, Acting Statutory Planning 
Coordinator  

1. Planning Permit Application 
005.2017.00000136.001 

Nil 
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7 NOTIFICATION OF ABSENCE  

 Nil 
 
 

8 MAYORAL REPORT 

8.1 MAYOR'S REPORT DECEMBER 2017 

Summary 
 

The following is a report on the activities and functions attended by the Mayor during 
the month of December 2017, as confirmed by the Mayor. 

 
2018/0005 
 
Moved: Cr Ali Cupper 
Seconded: Cr Jason Modica 

 

That Council note the contents of this report. 
 

CARRIED 
 

NB: In addition, the Mayor spoke regarding recognition of Sister Grace Rogers’ life of 
service. 

  

 

9 COUNCILLORS REPORTS 

9.1 COUNCILLOR'S REPORT DECEMBER 2017 

Summary 
 
The following is a report on the activities and functions attended by Councillors during 
the month of December 2017, as confirmed by the Councillors. 

 
2018/0006 

 
Moved: Cr Glenn Milne 
Seconded: Cr Simon Clemence 

 
That Council note the contents of this report. 
 

CARRIED 
 

NB: In addition Cr Milne spoke regarding New Years’ Eve at Nowingi Place and 
 commended staff for a fantastic evening. 
 
NB:  In addition Cr Milne spoke regarding the storm damage at Mildura, Merbein, 
Irymple, Nichols Point and Chateau Mildura and commended staff for their post-event 
efforts in responding to the damage and clearing of debris. 
 
 
 



Minutes - Ordinary Council Meeting Wednesday 24 January 2018 
 

Page 8 

NB: In addition Cr Milne advised that he also attended the following: 
 

 MC for Carols by Candlelight 

 Opened Red Cliffs Carols by Candlelight 

 Toured Belectric Solar Farm 

 Meeting with Mildura Ambulance (crossover) 

 Meeting with Mildura Regional Development 

 Attended the Upland Sister City Christmas Function 

 Attended Rail Freight Advisory Group Meeting 

 Chaired Rail Freight Alliance Meeting 

 Attended the Ministerial Freight Reference Group Meeting 
  

 

10 RESPONSES TO COUNCILLORS QUESTIONS 

 Nil 

 

11 QUESTIONS FROM COUNCILLORS 

11.1 CR ANTHONY CIRILLO LEVER JARY PROJECT UPDATE 

File Number: 08/04/05 

“In relation to the Lever Jary Project which I brought up at the last Council Meeting or could 
even have been in November – so to my knowledge the project’s been delayed till 
completion in February and I was just wondering what was the cause of that delay especially 
when we were told it was going to be completed between 4-6 weeks?” 
 

 
Matt George, Acting General Manager Development took this question on notice. 

 
 

11.2 CR GLENN MILNE SOLAR FARMS – MOIA & 
FARMING ZONE 

File Number: 13/10/01 

“Can we raise at the Councillor only meeting tomorrow, the matter of organisation a meeting 
with Planning Minister Wynne to address the issue of Solar Farms in the MOIA in particular 
and the Farming Zone in general?” 
 

 
The Mayor, Cr Mark Eckel advised that this matter can be raised at the Councillor only 
Meeting due to be held on Thursday 25 January 2017. 
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11.3 CR GLENN MILNE PASSENGER RAIL FEASIBILITY 
STUDY 

File Number: 15/08/02 

“Where are we at with the Passenger Rail Feasibility Study?  When will the process to 
appoint a consultant to do the work begin?” 
 

 
Gerard José, Chief Executive Officer advised that whilst the study had not progressed as 
quickly as anticipated, a meeting has been scheduled with Councillors for 13 February 2018 
to discuss & confirm their willingness to participate. 
 
 
 

11.4 CR GLENN MILNE RIVERFRONT PLANS - BOAT 
RAMP AREA 

File Number: 13/03/08 

“What is the plan with the riverfront area near the Mildura boat ramp that is currently 
fenced?” 
 

 
Matt George, Acting General Manager Development advised that the fence was installed for 
safety reasons due to the obvious erosion issues on the bank.  Mr George further advised 
that before any works can commence on that area, some culturally sensitive issues are 
currently being worked through.  Following this process it is anticipated that repairs will be 
completed in the near future. 
 
 
 

11.5 CR GLENN MILNE PLANNING ONLINE 

File Number: 13/05/01 

“When will planning “go live” online?  We have been discussing this for about five years but 
as far as I’m aware we haven’t progressed to that point – is there a day, date, time?.” 
 

 
Chris Parham, General Manager Corporate advised that an internal project team has been 
established and is currently working through the requirements of an electronic application 
process.  Mr Parham further advised that several internal changes required to move away 
from paper to become more electronic will be implemented in the very near future and these 
changes will also facilitate the adoption of an electronic application process.  Whilst an exact 
“go live” date cannot be forecast, Mr Parham provided assurance that Council is moving in 
that direction. 
 
  



Minutes - Ordinary Council Meeting Wednesday 24 January 2018 
 

Page 10 

 

12 NOTICES OF MOTION 

12.1 HUGH KING DRIVE & CURETON AVENUE - HOON DRIVING 

MOTION 
 
2018/0007 
 
Moved: Cr Simon Clemence 
Seconded: Cr Glenn Milne 

 
That Council: 
 

i. investigates appropriate action to reduce incidents of Hoon driving in 
Hugh King Drive and Cureton Ave by increasing road calming initiatives 
including speed humps, and; 
 

ii. investigates the use and appropriateness of CCTV as a tool to reduce 
Hoon driving in these areas; and 
 

iii. outlines its concern regarding Hoon driving in Hugh King Drive to 
Victoria Police Local Command requesting on going attention. 

 
CARRIED 

  

 

13 PETITIONS 

13.1 PETITION - RURAL ACCESS WORKER POSITION 

Summary 
 

A petition has been received requesting for the continuation of Council’s Rural 
Access Worker position. 
 
The petition contains 98 signatures. 
 
A copy of both the correspondence and attached petition has been distributed directly 
to Councillors because of privacy issues that prevent inclusion directly within the 
Agenda. 

 
2018/0008 
 
Moved: Cr Glenn Milne 
Seconded: Cr Min Poole 

 
That Council note the petition and that this matter be considered within the 
February 2018 Ordinary Council Meeting. 
 

CARRIED 
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14 MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

14.1 DELEGATION TO DALI - SISTER CITY 

 Cr Mark Eckel declared that he held a direct conflict of interest and accordingly left 
 the meeting and remained outside while the vote was taken, having taken no part in 
 the debate, the time being 5.43pm. 
 
 At this point, the Deputy Mayor took the chair. 
 
 Before the vote was taken, Gerard José, Chief Executive Officer advised that as the 
 itinerary for the Mayor’s proposed visit to China has become clearer, so have the 
 financial implications for the visit and these were outlined to Councillors as follows: 
 

The costs associated with the visit to Dali will be minimal as the Mayor has advised 
that he will personally meet all international airflights from Melbourne to China return, 
and the Dali prefecture have offered to meet all expenses incurred within Dali. 
 
Council’s contribution therefore will be the airflights between Mildura and Melbourne 
(return), flights from Wuhan to Dali and Dali to Chengdu, and if any accommodation 
in Wuhan and Chengdu (to be confirmed). 

 
Summary 

 
This report stems from an invitation received from Mr Tain Jian Quan, Deputy 
Governor of Dali Bai Autonomous Prefecture of Yunan Province, People’s Republic of 
China, inviting the Mayor of Mildura Rural City Council to lead a delegation to visit 
Dali in early March 2018. 
 
The proposed delegation to Dali is being coordinated through Mildura SuniTafe and 
aims to strengthen the sister city link between Dali Prefecture and Mildura Rural City 
Council, promote both educational opportunities for Chinese students to study in 
Mildura and general tourism and participate in Dali University’s International Day. 

 
2018/0009 
 
Moved: Cr Glenn Milne 
Seconded: Cr Anthony Cirillo 

 
That Council approves for Mayor Cr Mark Eckel to lead the planned delegation 
to Dali, China between 2 March 2018 and 13 March 2018 to promote both 
educational opportunities for Chinese students to study in Mildura and 
participate in Dali University’s International Day.  
 

CARRIED 
 

Cr Mark Eckel returned to the meeting, and the Deputy Mayor vacated the chair, the 
time being 5.45pm 
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14.2 ADOPTION OF MEMORIALS & PLAQUES POLICY CP043 

Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to present the Memorials & Plaques Policy CP043 and 
seek Council’s resolution to adopt the new policy. 

 
2018/0010 
 
Moved: Cr Glenn Milne 
Seconded: Cr Simon Clemence 

 
That Council adopt the Memorial & Plaques Policy CP043 as presented. 
 

CARRIED 
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14.3 CREATION OF CAPITAL WORKS RESERVE 

Summary 
 
Under the Financial Reserves Policy OP216, formal Council approval is required for the 
creation of a discretionary reserve if the value is expected to exceed $250,000 at any time. 
Therefore, Council approval is sought to create the proposed Capital Works Reserve. 

 
2018/0011 
 
Moved: Cr Glenn Milne 
Seconded: Cr Greg Brown 

 
That Council: 
 
(i) approves the establishment of a capital works reserve to hold funds for 

approved capital works projects; and 
(ii) approves the transferral of approved capital works projects’ funds into a future 

period. 
 

CARRIED 
 

14.4 QUARTERLY FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT REPORT - DECEMBER 
2017 

Summary 
 
This report presents Council’s draft financial position for the period ending  
31 December 2017 through a number of standard reports that have been prepared using 
generally accepted accounting principles.   

 
In summary, these reports show: 

 a surplus of $39.509 million 

 capital expenditure of $12.127 million 

 cash and cash equivalents balance of $22.599 million 

 investments greater than 3 months of $18.600 million. 
 
2018/0012 
 
Moved: Cr Glenn Milne 
Seconded: Cr Anthony Cirillo 

 
That Council note the contents of the Quarterly Financial Management Report for the 
period ending 31 December 2017. 

 

CARRIED 
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14.5 ADOPTION OF ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY 2018-2022 

Summary 
 
The purpose of this report is to present the Road Safety Strategy 2018-2022 Towards Zero 
Trauma and seek Council’s resolution to adopt the strategy. 

 
2018/0013 
 
Moved: Cr Glenn Milne 
Seconded: Cr Min Poole 

 
That Council adopt the Road Safety Strategy 2018-2022 as presented. 
 

CARRIED 
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15 URGENT BUSINESS  

Nil 

 

16 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

16.1 ANIMAL SHELTER 

File Number: 04/02/04 

“Regarding the animal shelter: 
 

1) Where does the funding come from? 
2) Where is it spent? 
3) When will the isolation unit be built/finished? 
4) What is the definition of Duty of Care? 
5) What qualifications do staff have in assessing animals for vet care? 
6) Are the camera’s at the shelter recording inside/outside the facility as this would be helpful 

for overnight footage to see if animals are distressed? 
7) Discount desexing & education programs?” 

 
 
Gerard José, Chief Executive Officer took these questions on notice. 

 
 
 

 

CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS 

5.50pm 
 
2018/0014 
 
Moved: Cr Anthony Cirillo 
Seconded: Cr Greg Brown 
 
The meeting move into Confidential to deal with: 

 Contractual matters; 

 Any other matter which the Council or special committee considers would prejudice 
the Council or any person; 

CARRIED 
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