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14 MANAGEMENT REPORTS 

14.19 REQUEST FOR FUNDING - MUNGO MAN RETURN TO 
COUNTRY CONCERT    

 
File Number: 16/05/01 
Officer: General Manager Community        
 

1. Summary 

 
The purpose of this report is to seek approval for the provision of new event funding 
to provide infrastructure and associated services for the Mungo Man ‘Return to 
Country Concert’. 

 

2. Recommendation 

 
That Council approve funding of $16,080 to deliver services for the Mungo Man 
Return to Country Concert.  

 

3. Background 

 
After 43 years of scientific research the remains of Mungo Man, along with the 
remains of 103 other individuals, are to be repatriated to their original burial site at 
Mungo National Park on Friday, 17 November 2017. 
 
In celebration of this historically significant event, the Willandra Lakes Region World 
Heritage Area Aboriginal Advisory Group (AAG) have endorsed the conduct of the 
Mungo Man Return to Country Concert to be held at Nowingi Place on Saturday, 18 
November 2017 as an opportunity for a highly visible coming together for all 
Australians, both indigenous and non-indigenous in a solemn and yet celebratory 
event. 
 

4. Consultation Proposed/Undertaken 

 
Representatives of Mildura Rural City Council (Council) have met on two occasions 
with Ben Bowler, the son of geologist who discovered the remains of Mungo Woman 
and Mungo Man and his organising committee, along with representatives of the AAG 
to discuss the celebration of the repatriation of Mungo Man to his original burial site at 
Mungo National Park.  
 
The ‘Return to Country Concert’ has the endorsement of the Willandra Lakes Region 
World Heritage AAG. The AAG comprises a group of Elders representing various 
traditional tribal groups such as the Mutthi Mutthi, Paakantji and Ngiyampaa, who 
form the special advisory committee for the Return to Country Concert. 
Representatives of the Latji Latji people have subsequently been invited to join the 
sub-committee. 
 
Council have met with the AAC and have discussed and endorsed this proposal.  
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5. Discussion 

 
On 26 February 1974 geologist Jim Bowler was undertaking research at an ancient 
lake in Western NSW, today known as Lake Mungo. In the course of his studies of Ice 
Age climatic change Bowler encountered a burial site of ancient human remains, the 
grave site of Mungo Man. 
 
Five years after Bowler’s discovery near the cremated remains of Mungo Lady, the 
discovery of these ancient Australians, both buried 40–41,000 years ago, led to the 
1981 UNESCO listing of Lake Mungo and adjacent lakes as the Willandra Lakes 
World Heritage area. 
 
Following their study at the Australian National University (ANU) the remains of 
Mungo Lady were repatriated in 1992, however the remains of Mungo Man stayed at 
the ANU until November 2015 when they were moved to the care of the National 
Museum in preparation for eventual repatriation. 
 
The Willandra Lakes Traditional Owners Committee (WLTC) has been working with 
the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage to coordinate the details of Mungo Mans 
long awaited repatriation.  
 
The time when Mungo Man returns to country is seen by the WLTC as a moment of 
world significance, a onetime opportunity for a healing moment for all Australians and 
a time for national celebration. 
 
A group of academics, artists and social organisations has come together under the 
leadership of Ben Bowler to seek to mark this pending occasion through the delivery 
of a range of public events which will support the repatriation ceremony. These are to 
include academic discussions and workshops along with media and public relations, 
and culminating in the Mungo Man Return to Country Concert. 
 
Organisers anticipate the concert will attract a crowd of up to 5,000 people and will 
feature a number of indigenous performers including Archie Roach and Kutcha 
Edwards and supported by lead singer of Goanna and Shane Howard. Traditional 
dance will be featured in a specially prepared area in front of the main stage. 
 
The event organiser is Sam Cook of KMBA Events Pty Ltd, an Aboriginal Events 
Company, who will be responsible for the development and running of the event. 
Subject to approval, Council will provide funding to deliver the below services along 
with facilitation where required.  
 

 Waiver of venue hire fee at Nowingi Place 

 Fencing internal stage barriers and external perimeter fencing 

 Provision of portable toilets and cleaning services 

 Potable water supply 

 Provision of bins and rubbish removal 

 Provision of portable lighting towers (crowd lighting) 

 Sand for a raised dance performance area in front of the stage 

 Traffic management / road closure 

 Security 

 Site clean-up following the event 

 Assistance with the creation of promotional flyers. 
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6. Time Frame 

 
Given the event is scheduled to be held on Saturday, 18 November 2017 a decision 
at the September Council meeting is required to provide a timeframe necessary to the 
requested services listed. An earlier request was not possible due to final 
confirmation of the repatriation date having not been available. 
 

7. Strategic Plan Links 

 
This report relates to the Community and Council Plan in the Key Result Area:  
 
3.2 Events 
 
Goals to be achieved: 
 

 support quality and diverse community events; and  

 develop and support major events and conferences to attract visitors. 
 

8. Asset Management Policy/Plan Alignment 

 
There is no impact on the Asset Management Policy CP031.  
 

9. Implications 

 
Policy  
Funding assistance for this event is in accordance with Council’s Events Funding and 
Support Policy CP010. 
 
Legal/Statutory  
There are no legal / statutory implications associated with this report.  
 
Financial  
The overall cost of the event is budgeted at approximately $180,000 including in-kind 
donations and cash expenses. The organising committee of the proposed concert 
has advised funding for the event will be sought through several channels. There will 
be a launch of a crowd funding campaign at the Koori Heritage Trust at Federation 
Square in Melbourne on Saturday, 23 September 2017, seeking public donations.  
 
There are funding requests to the NSW office of Environment and Heritage, local 
councils, local and national corporations, philanthropic funders and State and Federal 
Politicians and departments.  

 

This proposal is within the New Events Sponsorship budget. 
 
Environmental  
There are no environmental implications associated with this report.  
 
Social  
The Willandra Lakes Traditional Owners Committee have stated that the repatriation 
and its celebration is about deepening the connection between this land and her 
people. It is about honouring the past, healing the present and turning towards a 
positive, collaborative and healthy future. 
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Economic 
Event organisers are predicting that approximately 2,000 people will visit the region to 
celebrate the repatriation of Mungo Man and the Return to Country Concert. 
 
Based on an average tourism spend per person of $163 calculated from Tourism 
Research Australia, the economic impact of 2,000 people x one night x $163 equates 
to $326,000.  
 
Organisers predict 500 visitors will also attend the repatriation ceremony and stay an 
additional night. 1,000 x one night x $163 = $163,000, which equates to a total 
predicted economic benefit of $489,000.  
 

10. Risk Assessment 

 
By adopting the recommendation, Council will be exposed to the following risks: 
 

Risks 

 

Controls 

 

Residual 
Risk 

Funding provided is not used 
in accordance with the 
application.  

The applicant will be required to sign 
a Funding Agreement and will be 
required to acquit all grant 
expenditure in accordance with 
Council policy.  

Low 

 

11. Conflicts of Interest 
 

No conflicts of interest were declared during the preparation of this report. 
 
 

Attachments 
There are no attachments for this report.    


